
Honorary Chairs: Tatiana and Peter Cancro, Founder of Jersey Mike's Subs
Gala Co-Chairs: Cindy Brinker Simmons and Karee H. Sampson
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DEAR Friends,
We are thrilled to announce the 45th anniversary of Wipe Out Kids’ Cancer (WOKC) 

and our spectacular celebratory gala to be held at The Ritz-Carlton, Dallas on Saturday, 

April 25, 2026!  The gala’s victorious theme is ”Cancer Does NOT Define ME!”  

We hope you can join us!

Truly, forty-five years covers so much ground.  What started as a small but enthusiastic 

movement in 1980 has grown into a non-profit organization that has had significant 

impact in the pediatric cancer space.  WOKC funds local and national innovative pediatric 

cancer research projects and offers multiple year-round support programs to courageous 

young cancer patients (Warriors) and their resilient families.  Most importantly, WOKC 

has provided comfort and hope to these amazing and inspirational heroes and their 

families.  Beginning with a signature WOKC Buddy Bag  delivered when a child is 

admitted to a partner hospital for an overnight stay and throughout its year-round Warrior 

Family Program, WOKC offers its young patients and families “medicine for their souls” 

that helps them move forward with confidence and perseverance.  They know they have a 

team walking alongside them that loves them well.     

We are grateful beyond measure for WOKC’s Board of Directors, Founder’s Forum,  

gala Host Committee, gala committee, steadfast donors and sponsors, volunteers, 

and the many friends who share their passion for the mission of WOKC.  We are 

deeply humbled, blessed, and encouraged by such faithfulness that has allowed WOKC 

to be relentless and effective in helping unlock the mysteries of pediatric cancer 

through funding promising research projects while serving these brave kids and 

their families.  

Please turn the pages to enjoy the breadth and depth of details about WOKC and this 

high-energy and fun gala celebration.  A focus on research, Buddy Bags, and WOKC 

Warriors will play an integral role throughout the entire evening.! The evening will 

feature a nationally recognized celebrity emcee, a private performance by a popular 

entertainer, a variety of savory and delectable culinary selections, a stunning Live Auction, 

and will end with a Dessert and Dance Party featuring the fabulous Emerald City Band!!     

!We are profoundly grateful that the gala’s Honorary Chairs, Tatiana and Peter 

Cancro, founder of Jersey Mike’s Subs, have made a gracious gift to fully cover the 

expenses of the gala evening. Their kind generosity allows all other donations, 

underwriting, and sponsor dollars to directly fund WOKC’s mission and novel 

research!  We are excited that the V Foundation for Cancer Research has committed 

to match $2 million of WOKC gala proceeds to co-fund select cutting-edge pediatric 

cancer research!

Please join us for this celebratory anniversary gala!  It’s all for heroic young Warriors 

courageously battling and beating cancer.  What an honor to serve them!

With heartfelt gratitude and joy,

!!
            





Exclusive giving level or underwriting package can be curated and tailored to your business, foundation, family office, etc.
Email Cindy Brinker Simmons and Karee Sampson at gala@wokc.org with questions.

Victorious Bell Ringers!!! - $1 Million (1 Sold)
50 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material 
Logo on website, in premier signage and video at event
Verbal acknowledgement in Co-Chair remarks
Two-page centerfold recognition in Gala program

Ultimate WOKC Warrior!! - $500,000
30 reserved  Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website, and in premier signage and video at event
Verbal acknowledgement in Co-Chair remarks
One-page recognition in Gala program

Never Give Up! - $250,000 (1 Sold)
20 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in premier signage and video at event
Verbal acknowledgement in Co-Chair remarks
½ page recognition in Gala program

Flying High! - $150,000 
20 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in premier signage and video at event
1/3 page recognition in Gala program

Feeling Good! - $100,000 (3 Sold)
20 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in premier signage and video at event
1/3 page recognition in Gala program

Buddy Bag Buddy! - $75,000
10 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in signage and video at event
¼ page recognition in Gala program

Heroes in Action! - $50,000
10 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in signage and video at event
1/8 page recognition in Gala program
Scientific Discovery Visionary - $25,000 (4 Sold)
10 reserved seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Name on website and in signage, video and Gala program

Relentless for Victory - $15,000
8 reserved seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Name on website and in signage, video and Gala program

Warrior’s Warrior - $10,000 
8 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Name on website and in signage, video and Gala program

WOKC Podcast Producer - $5,000
4 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Name on website and in signage, video and Gala program

DONOR / SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

.The charitable contribution for federal income tax purposes is limited to the excess of the amount over the fair market value of the 
services received, estimated to be $554 per seat. 

_________________________________________________________
Name (List personal or company name to appear on any printed materials)

______________________________________________________________________
Contact Person

______________________________________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip

______________________________________________________________________
Email

______________________________________________________________________
Phone

Online payment click Gala 2026 or visit https://secure.qgiv.com/for/2nl7yp/ 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $__________________________________
Please make checks payable to Wipe Out Kids’ Cancer

_______ I would like to gift publicly traded securities for my payment
Charge my credit card in the amount of $________________________________

 ______Visa      ______Master Card     ______Amex

______________________________________________________________________
Credit Card #                                                             Exp Date                   Security Code
______________________________________________________________________
Name on credit card
______________________________________________________________________
Signature

____ I cannot attend the Gala, consider my gift a                ____ I will attend the Gala but will only use ____ seats for tax purposes 
          donation for tax purposes

Deliver form to: Wipe Out Kids’ Cancer, 1349 Empire Central Dr, Suite 100 Dallas, TX 75247
For more information, please contact Karee Sampson at gala@wokc.org 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Exclusive giving level or underwriting package can be curated and tailored to your business, foundation, family office, etc.
Email Cindy Brinker Simmons and Karee Sampson at gala@wokc.org with questions.

Victorious Bell Ringers!!! - $1 Million (1 Sold)
50 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material 
Logo on website, in premier signage and video at event
Verbal acknowledgement in Co-Chair remarks
Two-page centerfold recognition in Gala program

Ultimate WOKC Warrior!! - $500,000
30 reserved  Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website, and in premier signage and video at event
Verbal acknowledgement in Co-Chair remarks
One-page recognition in Gala program

Never Give Up! - $250,000 (1 Sold)
20 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in premier signage and video at event
Verbal acknowledgement in Co-Chair remarks
½ page recognition in Gala program

Flying High! - $150,000 
20 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in premier signage and video at event
1/3 page recognition in Gala program

Feeling Good! - $100,000 (3 Sold)
20 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in premier signage and video at event
1/3 page recognition in Gala program

Buddy Bag Buddy! - $75,000
10 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in signage and video at event
¼ page recognition in Gala program

Heroes in Action! - $50,000
10 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in signage and video at event
1/8 page recognition in Gala program
Scientific Discovery Visionary - $25,000 (4 Sold)
10 reserved seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Name on website and in signage, video and Gala program

Relentless for Victory - $15,000
8 reserved seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Name on website and in signage, video and Gala program

Warrior’s Warrior - $10,000 
8 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Name on website and in signage, video and Gala program

WOKC Podcast Producer - $5,000
4 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Name on website and in signage, video and Gala program

DONOR / SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

.The charitable contribution for federal income tax purposes is limited to the excess of the amount over the fair market value of the 
services received, estimated to be $554 per seat. 

_________________________________________________________
Name (List personal or company name to appear on any printed materials)

______________________________________________________________________
Contact Person

______________________________________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip

______________________________________________________________________
Email

______________________________________________________________________
Phone

Online payment click Gala 2026 or visit https://secure.qgiv.com/for/2nl7yp/ 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $__________________________________
Please make checks payable to Wipe Out Kids’ Cancer

_______ I would like to gift publicly traded securities for my payment
Charge my credit card in the amount of $________________________________

 ______Visa      ______Master Card     ______Amex

______________________________________________________________________
Credit Card #                                                             Exp Date                   Security Code
______________________________________________________________________
Name on credit card
______________________________________________________________________
Signature

____ I cannot attend the Gala, consider my gift a                ____ I will attend the Gala but will only use ____ seats for tax purposes 
          donation for tax purposes

Deliver form to: Wipe Out Kids’ Cancer, 1349 Empire Central Dr, Suite 100 Dallas, TX 75247
For more information, please contact Karee Sampson at gala@wokc.org 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Individual tickets may be released mid-April.
 Exclusive giving level or underwriting package can be curated and tailored to your business, foundation, family office, etc.

Email Cindy Brinker Simmons and Karee Sampson at gala@wokc.org with questions.

 Victorious Bell Ringers!!! - $1 Million (1 Sold)
50 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material 
Logo on website, in premier signage and video at event
Verbal acknowledgement in Co-Chair remarks
Two-page centerfold recognition in Gala program

 Ultimate WOKC Warrior!! - $500,000 (1 Available)
30 reserved  Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website, and in premier signage and video at event
Verbal acknowledgement in Co-Chair remarks
One-page recognition in Gala program
 Never Give Up! - $250,000 (1 Sold / 1 Available)
20 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in premier signage and video at event
Verbal acknowledgement in Co-Chair remarks
¾ page recognition in Gala program
 Flying High! - $150,000 (2 Available)
20 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in premier signage and video at event
½ page recognition in Gala program

 Feeling Good! - $100,000 (3 Sold / 3 Available)
20 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior delivered week of Gala
Dedicated social media post and highlighted in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in premier signage and video at event
1/3 page recognition in Gala program

 Buddy Bag Buddy! - $75,000 (5 Available)
10 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in signage and video at event
¼ page recognition in Gala program
 Heroes in Action! - $50,000 (1 Sold / 5 Available)
10 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Logo on website and in signage and video at event
1/8 page recognition in Gala program
 Scientific Discovery Visionary - $25,000 (5 Sold/1 Available)
10 reserved seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Name on website and in signage, video and Gala program
 Relentless for Victory - $15,000 (5 Available)
8 reserved seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Name on website and in signage, video and Gala program
 Warrior’s Warrior - $10,000 (3 Sold / 2 Available)
8 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Name on website and in signage, video and Gala program
 WOKC Podcast Producer - $5,000 (5 Sold / 1 Available)
4 reserved Gala seats
Host gift from Warrior at Gala
Mention in social media and in newsletter 
Recognition in all media releases and collateral material
Name on website and in signage, video and Gala program

DONOR / SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

.The charitable contribution for federal income tax purposes is limited to the excess of the amount over the fair market value of the 
services received: FMV of the benefit received is estimated to be $554 per seat. 

_________________________________________________________
Name (List personal or company name to appear on any printed materials)

______________________________________________________________________
Contact Person

______________________________________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip

______________________________________________________________________
Email

______________________________________________________________________
Phone

Online payment click Gala 2026 or visit https://secure.qgiv.com/for/2nl7yp/ 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $__________________________________
Please make checks payable to Wipe Out Kids’ Cancer

_______ I would like to gift publicly traded securities
Charge my credit card in the amount of $________________________________

 ______Visa      ______Master Card     ______Amex

______________________________________________________________________
Credit Card #                                                             Exp Date                   Security Code
______________________________________________________________________
Name on credit card
______________________________________________________________________
Signature

____ I cannot attend the Gala; consider my gift                     ____ I will attend the Gala but will only use ____ seats for tax purposes 
           a donation for tax purposes

Deliver Donation/Sponsor form to: Wipe Out Kids’ Cancer, 1349 Empire Central Dr, Suite 100 Dallas, TX 75247 or email to gala@wokc.org
For more information and other payment options including Fed Wire and Donor Advised Fund, contact Karee Sampson at gala@wokc.org 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



THE MOMENT 
EVERYTHING CHANGES
A pediatric cancer diagnosis turns 
life upside down in just an instant. 
One moment, life is normal ... and the 
next, your child is being admitted to 
the hospital with a suspected or 
confirmed cancer diagnosis. There 
is little time to process what is even 
happening and not any time to go 
home and pack a bag. Suddenly, you 
are in a hospital room, facing the 
overwhelming weight of a pediatric 
cancer diagnosis – unprepared and 
empty handed – and emotionally 
shattered. This is the much needed 
and magical moment when the 
WOKC signature Buddy Bag is 
introduced to the child and family. 

WHY IT MATTERS
The Buddy Bag is more than practical 
items – it provides a sense of 
grounding in the midst of chaos. It 
reminds families they are not alone, 
that they are supported, and that 
Wipe Out Kids' Cancer has 
anticipated their needs before they 
even know to ask for help.

MORE THAN JUST A BAG
Delivered to the room by a Child Life 
Specialist, WOKC's Buddy Bag is 
more than just a rolling canvas 
suitcase filled with necessary items – 
it truly is a crucial lifeline. 
Thoughtfully packed with essentials 
that bring a measure of comfort, 
hope, and normalcy to both the child 
and their parent(s) at the critical 
time when they need it most.
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The Magic of Buddy Bags
IMMEDIATE COMFORT IN A TIME OF CRISIS

We had been inpatient for 
about three nights with no 

sleep, with a life-threatening 
diagnosis. My daughter finally 
got some rest, and I couldn't 
sleep. I realized there was a 
real pillow in the Buddy Bag 

and I cried myself into the best 
sleep I had had in three nights.

WARRIOR PARENT

The Buddy Bag is the most 
important part of the admission 
and early treatment process - it 
provides a ray of sunshine in an 
otherwise dark and scary time 

for a child and their family.

CHILD LIFE SPECIALIST,
CHILDREN’S PLANO

 
For Parents
• Toiletries (e.g. dental products, 

shampoo, deodorant, etc.) 
• Cozy blanket and pillow for 

overnight stays
• Booklight and Sudoku book for 

mental breaks
• Laundry bag for personal items
• Dining gift cards to ease the cost of 

hospital food

For the Pediatric Patient
• Age-appropriate toiletries and 

personal care items
• Entertainment supplies (books, 

games, puzzles, and crafts)
• An iPad (with Air Pods) - a vital 

tool for: FaceTime with family and 
friends, accessing schoolwork, and 
streaming movies or music in the 
hospital and during treatments 

WOKC Buddy Bags



THE MOMENT 
EVERYTHING CHANGES
A pediatric cancer diagnosis turns 
life upside down in just an instant. 
One moment, life is normal ... and the 
next, your child is being admitted to 
the hospital with a suspected or 
confirmed cancer diagnosis. There 
is little time to process what is even 
happening and not any time to go 
home and pack a bag. Suddenly, you 
are in a hospital room, facing the 
overwhelming weight of a pediatric 
cancer diagnosis – unprepared and 
empty handed – and emotionally 
shattered. This is the much needed 
and magical moment when the 
WOKC signature Buddy Bag is 
introduced to the child and family. 

WHY IT MATTERS
The Buddy Bag is more than practical 
items – it provides a sense of 
grounding in the midst of chaos. It 
reminds families they are not alone, 
that they are supported, and that 
Wipe Out Kids' Cancer has 
anticipated their needs before they 
even know to ask for help.

MORE THAN JUST A BAG
Delivered to the room by a Child Life 
Specialist, WOKC's Buddy Bag is 
more than just a rolling canvas 
suitcase filled with necessary items – 
it truly is a crucial lifeline. 
Thoughtfully packed with essentials 
that bring a measure of comfort, 
hope, and normalcy to both the child 
and their parent(s) at the critical 
time when they need it most.
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Tara & Ryan from DFW’s 99.5 The Wolf 
have championed WOKC’s Buddy Bag 

Program for years. Listen to the 
Wake Up With the Wolf Show, 

weekdays 5AM - 10AM.

The Magic of Buddy Bags
IMMEDIATE COMFORT IN A TIME OF CRISIS

Volunteers from Deloitte gather regularly  
to stuff Buddy Bags at WOKC’s office

Scan to learn how your 
group can get involved 

stuffing Buddy Bags!

 
For Parents
• Toiletries (e.g. dental products, 

shampoo, deodorant, etc.) 
• Cozy blanket and pillow for 

overnight stays
• Booklight and Sudoku book for 

mental breaks
• Laundry bag for personal items
• Dining gift cards to ease the cost of 

hospital food

For the Pediatric Patient
• Age-appropriate toiletries and 

personal care items
• Entertainment supplies (books, 

games, puzzles, and crafts)
• An iPad (with Air Pods) - a vital 

tool for: FaceTime with family and 
friends, accessing schoolwork, and 
streaming movies or music in the 
hospital and during treatments 

INSIDE WOKC BUDDY BAGS

WOKC Buddy Bags



Warrior Family Program
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Supporting the En�re Family
BECAUSE PEDIATRIC CANCER AFFECTS THE ENTIRE FAMILY

These events 
are medicine 
for my soul.

WARRIOR MOM

Thank you, we’re going straight to the store – we have no food 
at home.

WARRIOR SIBLING

Wipe Out Kids' Cancer refers to pediatric cancer patients as 
"Warriors."  This isn't just a word – it is truly a tribute to their 
strength, resilience, and courage.  But we know that cancer impacts 
more than just the child. The entire family is greatly impacted: 
...emotionally, financially, and socially.

That is why WOKC's Warrior Family Program is thoughtfully 
designed to support the patient AND every member of the family.

WARRIOR FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
When a child is between treatments, families desperately need 
moments of joy and connection. The Warrior Family Entertainment 
gatherings offer free, fun-filled events that help restore some 
normalcy and happiness during a difficult journey. These events 
include amusement venues, concerts, college and professional 
sporting events, holiday parties, and other family-friendly social 
engagements enjoyed by Warriors and their families.

WARRIOR PARENT SOCIALS
Parents of critically ill children face exceptionally high stress, 
often leading to increased rates of divorce. Warrior Parent Socials 
provide free "date night" experiences (cooking classes, Karaoke, 
game show nights, etc.) with other parents navigating the pediatric 
cancer journey. These social gatherings not only allow couples to 
reconnect but also help foster peer support systems and 
long-lasting family friendships.

WARRIOR FAMILY ASSISTANCE
Many families with a child battling pediatric cancer 
also face food, housing, and energy insecurity as well as 
transportation challenges. 

This initiative offers:
• Donated grocery gift cards to provide nutritious food 

at home, essential for their recovery
• Donated gasoline gift cards for traveling to and from 

hospital for cancer treatments

By removing these barriers, WOKC allows families to 
focus on what matters most – their child's healing!



WOKC Gala 2026Warrior Family Program
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Supporting the En�re Family
BECAUSE PEDIATRIC CANCER AFFECTS THE ENTIRE FAMILY

Thank you, we’re going straight to the store – we have no food 
at home.

WARRIOR SIBLING

Hosted by



Wipe Out Kids' Cancer focuses on cutting-edge novel pediatric cancer innovations that represent advancements in 
treatment outcomes, which include early detection, exponentially increased survival rates, less invasive 
treatments, and reduction of harmful side effects.

WOKC's Scientific & Medical Research Committee carefully selects research studies that might not initially receive 
traditional funding. These innovations are critical and are keeping scientists working toward advancements in 
medicine and treatments essential to serving WOKC mission.

Since its humble beginning in 1980, WOKC has significantly impacted pediatric cancer through funding $13 million 
of dollars in cutting-edge novel pediatric cancer research projects in almost every childhood cancer category. This 
seed money has yielded tens of millions of dollars in additional grants invested in further research discoveries to 
unlock the mysteries of pediatric cancer.

WOKC has funded numerous novel pediatric cancer research projects targeting medulloblastoma (brain tumors), 
numerous leukemias, bone tumors, sarcomas, Wilms tumor (kidney cancer), and neuroblastoma, as well as advancing 
the use of alternative intelligence and machine learning (AI/ML) to speed up experimental validation and cures 
for cancer.

WOKC has partnered with many of the top medical institutions in the country funding innovative and promising 
research leading to new discoveries and life-saving treatments in the fight against pediatric cancer.

10

45 Years of Collaboration and Grants to these and Other Notable Institutions

Research Funding

 



2020-2025 Novel Scientific Research Funding
Institution Research Project Investigator Total

Grant
Year

Awarded

$3,488,528

Baylor College of Medicine

Baylor College of Medicine

Baylor College of Medicine
Texas Children's Cancer & Hematology Center

Children's Medical Center USC (Los Angeles)

Children's Medical Center, USC (Los Angeles)

Cook Childrens Health Foundatoin

Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center

Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center

Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center

Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center

Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center

Harvard Cancer Center / Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Boston Children's Hospital

Harvard Cancer Center / Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Boston Children's Hospital

Harvard Cancer Center / Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Boston Children's Hospital

Harvard University
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

University of California San Diego

University of California San Diego

UT Health Science Center at San Antonio
Greehey Children’s Cancer Research Institute

UT Southwestern Medical Center
Children's Research Institute 

UT Southwestern Medical Center
Children's Medical Center Foundation (Dallas)

UT Southwestern Medical Center
Children's Medical Center Foundation (Dallas)

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center

UT Southwestern Medical Center
Children's Medical Center Foundation (Dallas)

Behavior Modification of Genetically Engineered Immune Cells

Targeted Nanoparticles for Genetic Engineering 
of Human Natural Killer Cells for Cancer Therapy

Targeting AML Chemoresistance Pathways Revealed 
by Single Cell RNA-Sequencing

Exploiting Novel Therapeutic Vulnerabilities in 
Atypical Teratoid Rhabdoid Tumors

Investigating Microenvironment-induced Fusion Proteins 
and Precision Medicine in DIPG

Cellular Immunotherapy (CIT) for Pediatric Cancer

Therapeutic Target Discovery in Childhood AML Interrogation
of Target Pediatric AML (TpAML) Sequencing Database

Therapeutic Target Discovery in Childhood AML Interrogation
of Target Pediatric AML (TpAML) Sequencing Database

Project Stella focused on development of targeted treatments 
for an aggressive form of Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML-RAM/CBF-GLIS)

Folate receptor-alpha chimeric antigen receptor T cell therapy for osteosarcoma

Transforming Pediatric Leukemia Diagnostics with Single-Molecule Sequencing

DHODH Inhibitors in Acure T-Cell Lymphloblastic Leukemia

Enhancing the Graft versus Leukemia Effect in Pediatric Treatment 
Related Myeloid Malignancy Post-Stem Cell Transplant

CD244-targeted CAR-T Cells to Eratdicate Acute Myeloid Leukemia Stem Cells

Towards Therapeutic Mimicry of the Mutant IDH1/2
 Epigenetic State in Pediatric AML

Targeting MYCN-Driven Replication Stress for Neuroblastoma Therapy

Targeting MYCN-Driven Replication Stress for Neuroblastoma Therapy

Exploiting Unique Transcriptional Properties of Neruoblastoma for
Next Generation Therapeutic Strategies

Identifying Targetable Vulnerabilities in Leukemia

Identifying Combination Therapies in Ewing Sarcoma 
using Chemical-Genetic Screening

Enlisting the Immune System to Combat Relapsed Cancer in Children

Using a CRISPR Gene-editing Tool to Identify New Drugs 
to Combat Childhood Cancer

Single-cell Genomics and Functional Characterization of 
High-risk Pediatric Solid Tumors

Using gut Microbiota to Enhance Cancer Immunotherapy Efficacy

Pediatric Radiation Oncology with Movie Induced Sedation Effect (PROMISE)

Anti-LILRB4 Cells for the Treatment of t(1:19) Pre-B ALL

Establishing a Novel Animal Model of Rhabdomyosarcoma

Exploring the Microbiome-Metabolic Syndrome Connection:
A Comprehensive Study in Pediatric Leukemia Survivors

Utilizing Human Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells (hiPSCs) as a Model to
Study the Genetic Drivers of Rhabdomyosarcoma

Utilizing Human Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells (hiPSCs) as a Model to
Study the Genetic Drivers of Rhabdomyosarcoma

Pediatric Radiation Oncology with Movie Induced Sedation Effect (PROMISE)

Predicting Asparaginase Hypersensitivity Reactions 

A Wearable Device for Point-of-Care Self-Detection of 
Early Childhood Cancer Recurrence in Rural Areas 

Application of Machine Learning to Digital Histology 
in Pediatric Ewing Sarcoma

Targeting nucleolar hypertrophy in neuroblastoma

Wilms Tumor Atlas: From Nephrogenesis to Neoplasia

AI-Guided Drug Discoverey for Pediatric Cancers
Using Mechanism-Interpretable Models

Striving to Eliminate Medical Problems in Childhood Cancer Survivors

2022

2024

2023

2024

2024

2021

2020

2021

2022

2024

2025

2023

2023

2025

2023

2022

2024

2024

2023

2023

2021

2021

2021

2021

2021

2021

2022

2021

2022

2022

2023

2023

2023

2023

2024

2025

2025

2025

$97,000

$50,000

$98,446

$75,000

$75,000

$75,000

$84,981

$12,500

$65,000

$100,000

$100,000

$100,000

$100,000

$130,318

$210,000

$122,553

$70,857

$66,567

$100,000

$70,000

$75,000

$100,000

$67,500

$70,000

$56,250

$68,225

$125,000

$35,848

$144,793

$80,000

$149,600

$31,443

$90,200

$150,000

$66,779

$75,000

$150,000

$149,668

Nabil M Ahmed, MD, MPH

Robin Parihar, MD, PhD

Michele Redell, MD, PhD

Jessica Tsai, MD, PhD

Nmeenaskshi Upreti, PhD

Soheil Meshinchi, MD

Soheil Meshinchi, MD

Soheil Meshinchi, MD

Michelle Cho, MD

Scott Furlan, MD

Amy N Sexauer, PhD, MD

Franziska Wachter, MD

Jonathan Lee, PhD

Gabriele Casirati, MD, PhD

Peter Zage, MD, PhD

Peter Zage, MD, PhD

Alexander Pertsemlidis, MD

Gerta Hoxhaj, PhD

Jonathan S Fletcher, MD

Matthew Compbell, MD
Kenneth Chen, MD

Kathryn Dickerson, MD

Erin Butler, MD

Shaheen Khan, PhD

Andrew Y Koh, MD

Kiran Kumar, MD

John Samuel, MD

Stephen X Skapek, MD

Stephen X Skapek, MD

Yanbin Zheng, PhD

Mary Dang, MD

Meaghan Granger, MD
Holly Pacenta, MD

Kiran Kumar, MD

Kyra McCarty, DO

Raiyan Zaman, PhD
Stephen X Skapek, MD

Maralice Conacci Sorrell, PhD

Patrick Leavey, MD

Keri Drake, MD

Yang Xie, PhD
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Golf Tournament
OVER $35K RAISED!

Las Colinas Charity
Golf Classic

OVER $37K RAISED!

Hunt Cares
Golf Tournament

OVER $33K RAISED!

FUNdraising Events
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DUNCANVILLE vs ALLEN

PULASKI ACADEMY vs MELISSA
Friday, August 28 – 7:30pm

Coach Kenny Deel Stadium – Melissa, TX

Friday, August 28 – 7:00pm
Eagle Stadium – Allen, TX

FUNdraising Events

murraymedia.net
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Kids Beating Cancer

Conversations with Kids Beating Cancer is a podcast where young cancer 
survivors share their unfiltered experiences. WOKC's goal is to have candid 
conversations about the ups and downs of their lives since their diagnoses. 
We hope that these conversations will help those who feel alone with their 
diagnosis realize that they really aren't alone. This podcast is an opportunity 
to hear touching stories, experience genuine emotions, and find hope and 
encouragement.

Featuring Student Councils of DFW 
high schools competing against one 
another to see who can raise the 
most money for the mission of WOKC 
during a 40-day period in September 
and October. The Luke Laufenberg 
Award is presented to the schools 
who win the following categories: 
Most Money Raised, Best Fundraising 
Idea, Best Community Collaboration, 
and Best School Involvement. This 
program is the epitome of kids 
helping kids.

High school and college students 
who are recommended to WOKC for 
their integrity, empathy, work ethic, 
and desire to put the needs of others 
above their own to serve and further 
WOKC's mission. 

Kids Beating Cancer Podcast has listeners in 17 different countries!
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Leadership & Staff

Kaylee Lopez, Manager
Marketing & Communications 

Ann Whaley
Director of Family Programs 

Robin Little
Director of Development 

Kris Cumnock
Chief Executive Officer
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Kaylee, Robin, Kris, and Ann

Being the CEO of Wipe Out Kids’ Cancer is not a 
“got to” job – it is a “get to” job.  I have the privilege 
of leading and serving alongside a dedicated and 
talented staff, passionate volunteers and donors, 
and a hands-on Board of Directors who consistently 
roll up their sleeves to advance WOKC’s mission.

While we all wish there was no need for WOKC’s 
services, the reality is… the need is increasing.  
As long as this trend continues, WOKC will remain 
steadfast – walking beside children with cancer and 
their families every step of the way providing 
support, hope, and community to ensure they never 
have to fight alone.

Because of you, not one family WOKC serves has to 
face this fight alone – and together, we are making a 
lasting difference in the lives of the children who 
need it most.  Thank you for all you do to make it 
possible for us to continue blessing these kids and 
their families.




